
 IELTS  Reading Strategies      

www.mentorsbaskets.com 

 

TO SOLVE TRUE/ FALSE / NOT GIVEN QUESTIONS: 

Many IELTS students find it difficult to answer such questions because they fail to understand 

that they are being tested on their ability to understand the information that is given in the passage 

and not on how much they already know about the topic. Such Questions are always preferred to 

be solved at the end by most of the students. With our tips & practise papers we are sure you’re 

going to enjoy solving such question and get correct answers  

GUIDELINES TO SOLVE: 

1. Skim read the entire passage to get the overall idea of the passage. (5 min) 

2. Understand what kind of information is given in each paragraph. You can give headings to 

each paragraph for your self-understanding. This way it’s easy for you to locate the 

paragraph which contains the information asked. 

3. Read the first statement given for the True/ False/ Not given questions. 

4. Underline the relevant part of the statement to help you locate your answer. 

5. Look for the paragraph that has this text. 

6. If the passage has the information given in the statement, then it’s a true statement. 

7. If the passage information contradicts or is incorrect to what’s mentioned in the statement, 

it’s a false statement. 

8. If the statement information is not at all given in the passage, then it’s a not given 

statement. 

9. Repeat steps 4,5,6,7,8,9 for the remaining statements. 

10. Spend less than 1 min to analyse each statement. 

 

Let’s look at the application of the above-mentioned guidelines for 

the following passage below.  
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Practise Reading 1.1 
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Do the following statements 1& 2 agree with the claims of the writer in the above passage? The 

TWO questions below are solved for you.  

Write whether the following statements are True or False or Not Given: 

1. Some pollution problems have been correctly linked to industrialisation. 

2. Data on the Earth’s natural resources has only been collected since 1972. 
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Solved Examples 

1. Some pollution problems have been correctly linked to industrialisation. 

This text belongs to the paragraph B which mentions the facts about the various factors 

affecting the environment given in paragraph 1 

“And finally, most forms of environmental pollution either appear to have .............- 

associated with the early phases of industrialisation.” 

This indicates that the above statement is TRUE. 

2. Data on the Earth’s natural resources has only been collected since 1972. 

This text belongs to paragraph B.  

“First, energy and other natural resources........... since the book’ The Limits to Growth’ was 

published in 1972 by a group of scientist.” 

The book was published in the year 1972 but no information is given about when that data 

was collected. 

This indicates that the above statement is NOT GIVEN. 

 

Practise Exercise 1.1 

Do the following statements agree with the claims of the writer in the above passage? Question 1 

and 2 was already solved for your understanding.  

Write whether the following statements are True or False or Not Given: 

1. Some pollution problems have been correctly linked to industrialisation. 

2. Data on the Earth’s natural resources has only been collected since 1972. 

3. Mass media works to provide facts which are in accordance with the public. 

4. America will face severe waste problem in the year 2100. 

5. Providing access to clean drinking water and sanitation is an urgent global issue. 

6. The number of starving people in the world has increased in the recent years. 

7. Extinct species are being replaced by new species. 

8. Environmentalists take pessimistic view of the world for the number of reasons. 

9. It would be the best to attempt to slow down economic growth. 

10. The scientific funding goes to areas having urgent and potential problems. 

11. Some lobby groups face criticism than others. 
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Practice Reading1.2: Solve the given passage questions in 20 minutes 
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Practise Exercise 1.2 

Do the following statements agree with the information given in the Reading passage? 

Write whether the following statements are True or False or Not Given: 

1. The growing importance of the middle classes led to an increased demand for dictionaries. 

2. Johnson ignored the work done by the previous dictionary writers. 

3. The king granted pension to Johnson in the 16th century. 

4. Johnson has become more well known since his death. 

5. Johnson had been planning to write a dictionary for several years. 

6. It was the only dictionary in general use for 100 years. 

7. Johnson wanted to write an authentic dictionary. 

8. Johnson took one year to publish his dictionary. 

9. Johnson only received payment for his dictionary on its completion. 
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10. Not all the assistants survived to see the publication of the dictionary. 

 

ANSWER KEY 

 

EXERCISE 1.1 

 

1. TRUE 

2. NOT GIVEN 

3. TRUE 

4. FALSE 

5. TRUE 

6. FALSE 

7. NOT GIVEN 

8. TRUE 

9. FALSE 

10. FALSE 

11. TRUE 

EXERCISE 1.2 

1. TRUE 

2. FALSE 

3. NOT GIVEN 

4. FALSE 

5. NOT GIVEN 

6. TRUE 

7. FALSE 

8. TRUE 

9. NOT GIVEN 

10. TRUE 
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